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TRE NEWS THIS MORNING.

CONGRESS —Both branches in session.
Benate: Mr, Mills introduced another Cuban
resolution: several unimportant  bills were
passed. House: Debate om the Pacific Rail-
road Refunding bill was begun, Messrs, Powers
and (Grow speaking for the measure, and Messrs,
Hubbard and Bell against it

FOREIGN,—Premier Canovas denies that there
is any foundation for the reports of impending
changes in the Spanish Ministry. Premier
Laurier of the Dominion of Canada made an ad-
dress on clerical non-interference in Quebec.
——— AMiss Edith L, Collins, a ward of Chaun-
cey M. Depew, was married in Paris to Rachid
Bey (Count Czayvkowskl), === Monsignor Fran-
eois Marie Trégaro, Bishop of Seez, died Wednes-
day.

DOMESTIC.—The tariff views of woollen
manufactures were heard by the Ways and
Means Committee, =——— Frederick Bauman, a
prisoner in jail in Louisville, Ky., says he I8 one
of the men who murdered Frank P. Arbuckle,
of Denver, in New-York City on November 19

——— Repator Allison confirmed the statement
that he i not to be & member of Major McKin-
lew's Cabhinet. ——— The President and Mrs.
Cleveland gave their first state dinner of the
EPREOT,

CITY.—A hearing on the provisions of the new
charter relating to the Mayor's pawer of re-
moval was held; the Chamber of Commerce
asked that more time be glven the consideration
af the charter, =————= The Corbin estate trans-
forred to a syndicate headed by Charles M.
Pratt the control of thes Long Island Railroad.
= The O!d (uard ball was held at the
Metropolitan Opera House. =——— The trial of
Captain Chapman for his conduct at the Seeley
dinner was opsned by Police Commissioner
Grant, ——— A receiver was appointed for Oscar
Hammerstein, J. H. Johnston & Co,, jewel-
lers and silveramiths, at No. 17 Unfon Bquare,
made an aseignment. Btocks were sirong
and higher,

THE WEATHER.—Forecast for to-day: Falr;
cloudy in the afternoon. The temperature yes-
terday: Highest, 38 degrees; lowest, 25, aver-
age, iy,

GROUNDR FOR HOPE.

It was idle to expect that business would im-
mediately recover all it had lost In four Demo-
eratic years. It waa idle to suppose that the
recovery conld be anywhere pear complete
while the same laws continue In force and are
administersd hy the same officials, in respect to
the admission of forelgn goods bearing ad va-
lorem rates, often most unfavorably to Amerl-
can interests, Those who huve pretended to ex-
pect all the fruits of a Repoblican Administra-
tion and policy before that policy had gone Into
operation or that administration had begun,
have taken paing to advertise their own want
of sincerity or of sense. But the starting of
more mannfacturing works with the opening of
the vear is evidence that the prospect of Re-
publiean Governmen: is regarded hy soid men
as sonnd reason for expecring better tlmes.
The Maryland and Lackawanna Steel Works
have started part of their plants, several large
carpet mills have gone into operation during the
last week, and other establishments in consid-
erable number, Involving the increise of many
thousands In working foree,

It seems to some ineonsistent with reviving
prosperity that wages have been reduced in a
few large establishments manufacturing steel,
1t does not appear that all or most of the hands
in these establishments have had wages re-
dneed, and the changes may be partly in the
nature of readjustment as respects classes
which have been relatively better paid than
others. But there s one obvious reason for ex-
pecting, in a small number of steal making con-
cerng, lower wages than were paid hefore the
combination known as the billet pool ceased to
control prices. For months the nominal price
for steel billets was held at $20 50 in Plttsburg,
and open competition has now reduced it, ac-
cording to Pittsburg dispatches, to about §15 50
per ton. As Bessemer pig costs over $10, and
the bare cost of converting {nto hilleta i usnally
considered about &5 per ton, it appears that the
reduction in price has been as much as the en-
tire cost of operation, wages and all, and if
competition is to continue, the works will prob-
ably be unable to pay as much as they could
while maintaining prices £5 higher than are
now paid.

The higher price of billets was for months
one eause of serlous embarrassment in impor-
taut branches of Industry. Thus the steel rall
willls fixed thelr price at $28 per ton, and in
consequence thelr deliveries during the whole of
igst year were DOO,000 tons, agalnst 1,200,000 in
15535, the capacity of the mills being over 2,000,
00 tons. Probably a great many men had no
work at all in these establishments, beennse the
few billet makers kept prices high enough to
pay hetter wages than they can now pay. The
tipplate manufacturers also have been embar-
rassed in their rivalry with éach other, some
being able and others not able to wecnre ad-
vaniages as to prices of material, and the open
competition means for them. In all probability,
larger employment and more hands at work,
and a larger control of the home market. It is
aasy to sec that in other branches of manufac-
e~ employing a great number of hands the
rest. tion of dewand and of work which has

resulted from a high price for billets has af-
fected a far greater number of persons than are
engaged In the manufacture of billets for sale.
Lower cost of material offers to them all a
more hopeful prospect.

The gain in business has already been great,
and because of the abandonment of several
combinntions promises to be greater. There Is
solld reason also for congratulation in the fact
that weak and crippled banking Institutions,
which were practically rendered dangerous io
the business community by their condition in
consequence of entanglement with speculations,
have now been brughed out of the way, and at
a season when no general disturbance resulted,
Safety and confidence are the very foundation
of activity In manufactures and trade, and It is
not to he denled that n this respect the busi-
ness world is better prepared for the enterprise
and expansion of more prosperous times than it
has been for years. The clearing away of the
wreckage of past storms I8 not a pleasant, hut
Is & most necessary, preparation for more pros-
perous activity.

THE CHAMBER AND THE CHARTER.

In unanimously demanding further time for
the work of making a charter for Greater Now-
York, and appointing a committee to present the
case to the Legislature, the Chamber of Com-
merce at 1ts meeting yesterday performed a cred-
itable act. Whether or not practically nseful
resnlts will follow remains to he seen. We
should not have the slightest expectation that
they would excepting for the assertion positive-
Iy made at the meeting that the members of the
Charter Commission are themselves anxions for
more time. If that s true they may conclude
to make an earnest appeal to the Legislature,
and the refusal of such an appeal would be
equivalent to a declaration that the Commission
is incapable and untrustworthy. Moreover, Gov-
ornor Black's message affords some reason for
helieving that the Commission can commanid his
influence.

The chief feature of yesterday'a meeting was
Mr. Hewitt's speech. We do not helieve that
Mr. Hewitt ever made a better speech in his
life—that is to say, a speech more exactly adnpt-
ed to the situation and the purpose. We hearrily
approve every word of {r. If The Tribnne has
not recently renewed the appeals for delihora-
tion In this affair, and for a submission of the
proposed charter to the people, which It kept np
all last winter, it is only because there was op-
parently no hope of postponing final action, while
there was a possibility of improving the brief
period allowed for disensssion by the frank ex-
pression of such opinions as might e adopred
with reasonable safety after a hasty examina-
tion of a vast and eomplicated subject.  We
have constantly felt how inadequate auny such
consideration of the proposed charter must he,
and are not in the least ashamed to find om-
selves In the company of Mr. Hewitt, who, hring-
ing to the task a keen intellect, long civie ox-
perience and much official knowledge, explicitly
declares: “I have tried to understand it; T know
nothing abount it If that is Mr. Hewlit's con-
dition, how utterly preposterous is It to suppose
that the Legislature can be prepared to judge
the charter Intelligently before the first of March!
The work imposed upon the Commission was
enormous and intricate, and the document which
ja Issuing from their hands Is of corresponding
bulk and complexity. It I8 no reflection npon
the men who have accomplished this monn-
mental task in some fashion to doubt or to deny
its perfection. It is a wiracle if they have even
half digested the subject.

Mr. Hewlitt's comparison of the time gpent by
the ablest men of their generation in Jdrafting
the Constitution of the United States and In the
dlsenssion which preceded its adoption with the
time allowed to the (‘harter Commission, the
people and the Legislature iz striking and in-
structive. He did not mean to imply that the
analogy was perfect. The Constltution I8 not
only infinitely less detalled, but extremely alffi-
cult of amendment. The charter Is a body of
laws which is always capable of rectification by
quick processes. Bnt whenee proeeeds so much
as the semblanee of a necessity for reqairing
eltizens of character and ability to toil terribly
nnder every coneeivable disadvantage, with the
probabje result of having their work snhjected
to impatient condemnation and endless altera-
tions. after o Legislature wholly incompetent as
to this matter, whatever its general qualifications
may be, has antomatically “Jammed it through™?
We deny, as we always have denied, that there
js any reason whatsoever in our civie eircum-
stances, or any argument derived from sentl-
mental considerations, for precipitancy which
would be ragh and perilons If the issue were
life or death. Even in that case, we insist that
to take action without mora deliberation than
has been given to this matter would be a rank
betrayal of the people by those whom they
trusted.

With reference to the submission of the char-
ter to the people we say once more, a8 we have
sald a score of times, that the referendum Is a
devies which ought not to be employed for the
setilement of ordinary questlons under a repre-
sentative government. Mr. Hewitt was careful
to express the same opinion, but he properly in-
clnded the adoption of a charter for this terrl-
tory and population under the rule which Is uni-
versally appiied to constitutions, These three
million people have an inalienable moral right
to accept or reject an organic act profoundly af-
fecting their welfare and destiny. If in the
action of the Chamber of Commeree, supple-
mented, as we trust it may be, by other organiza-
tions and by individual eltizens, there s any
hope of bringing this momentons transaction
under safe condnet, we beliove it will be wel
comad hy a great majority in every communily
whose eredit and prosperity are at stake.

RAPID TRANSIT TO LONG ISLAND.

The scheme prepared by Mayor Wurstor's
Commission for the solutlon of the Atlantic-ave
problem, as it has long been termed, is of in-
terest to the people of this eity as well as to their
neighbors In Brooklyn, inasmuch as in connee-
tlon with it a tnnuel under the East River to the
heart of the business section of New York is
projected. The first hint of this plan was given
in Mr. Wurster's message on Monday, and jts
detalls as worked out by the Commission will
be presented to him and to the public to-day.
The steam railroad on Atlantie-ave. has always
been a nuisanee, a danger and a detriment to a
large sectlon of Brooklyn, and the evils arising
from it increase with the growth of population.
It divides the ¢ity into two parts for a long dis-
tance, Is crossed at grade by a large number of
streets and has cansed the loss of many lives,
Many attempts toward getting rid of ft have
been made, but the large cost involved has stood
as an Impassable barrier in thelr way. The clty
conld not afford to undertake the work, and the
company could not see Its account In a large
expenditure that would give it no added husi-
Tie=n,

At length, however, a practieable plan has
been worked out, and it I8 undersiood that the
lLong Island Railroad Company standa ready to
do its share In the depressing and elevating of
the tracks on Atlantie-ave,, and to back up the
project for a tunnel from the present Flarhush-
ave, siation In Brooklyn 10 Cortlandt and Charch
sta., In this eity. The meaning of all this is that

rapid wangit is to be supplied Latween New- |

York and Brooklyn, and also to a large part of
the western end of Long Island. Express trains,
we are told, are to be run hy electricity at the
rate of forty miles an hour, and passengers will
e carrled to the furthest limits of Brooklyn, and
beyond, as quickly as they can be taken from

our City Hall to the Harlem when the uader- |

ground system in this eity is completed. At the

same time the pressure on the Brooklyn Bridge |

will be relleved. Long Island for thirty or forty

miles will become the most accessible suburh of |

the metropolis, and that section of Greater New-
York will enjoy a boom of unprecedented pro-
portions,

The seheme ag a whole I8 most alluring. Tt
has been devised by practical men of business,
whe belleve there is “money in it as there
must be In any enterprise that business men are
willing to undertake. A few weeks ago the
members of the Atlantic Avenue Commission

believed that the problem before them was In- |

soluble. And so it would have heen without the
co-operation of the Long Island Railroad through
its energetic and far-seeing president, The plan
agread on Is feasible and sure to be of immense
advantage to hoth Brooklyn and New-York. Ap-
parently there Is a determined purpose on the
part of those clilefly interested to carry It out.
Some legiglation ig likely to be necessary, hut
as the measure to provide it will go to Albany
with the approval of the Brooklyn authorities
there should Dhe littke difieulty In securing its
enactment. Brooklyn, It Is true, will be called
on to pay a share of the expense of ridding At-
lantie-ave. of the railrond which has been so
great a blight on ft, but the cost can be 5o dis-
tributed that the burden ereated will be of small
account compared with the benefits obtained.

MORE TROUBLE IN NEBRASKA.

There &eems to be trouble In C'uster County,
Neb.  And, judging from the manifestailons
which have reached us, a heap of it, ton, What
is mors, and what lends it additional nterest for
our readers, The Tribune appears to be the in-
novent eause of it. From a late Issue of that
ably edited, fearlese and ontspoken organ of
public opinion as she is spoke and wraote, “The
Custer Connty Independent,” we learn that the
school anthorities of Callaway In that connty
recently vored to introduce newspapers 4s sip-

plementary reading in connection with the ardl- [

pary texthooks in dally mse in the schools.
Whether they were led to take this step by
habitual reading of the elevating and inspiring
ntterances of “The Independent” (weekly), and
thie conviction that the youth of Callaway would
be benotited intellectually by the study of their
smooth and lHmpid Nterary style, as well as
morally by their purity of sentiment and tone
of deep sineerity, we do not know. From the
fact that the editor of “Tha Independent” dis-
approves the plan, we Infer not. We suspoct
that that influential newspaper 1s not included
in the supplementary readings.

Bt The Tribune 1. And the editor of “The
Custer County Independent™ apparently  does
not approve of The Tribune, At least that 1a
our iuference from a column and a half in lts
Jssne of Decomber 17, in which It endeavors —
in A genial, but quite warm-hearted, earnvst
way—to econvinee the schoal authorities that
they have made a mistake. I it says, “a
“School Board should send to Tophet for teach-
wers, procure the nomenclature of the Fish
“market and Pandaemoninm for dictionary and
“gpelling book, maps and deseriptions of the In-
“forpal World for its physteal and descriptive
“weagraphies, 8atan's caleulations for its mathe-
“matics, lameutations of lost souls for Its ora-
“tary, and tue rot of Roswell G, Horr and the
“Republiean  for its literature, the blunder
“might, by a tense streteh of infinlte merey, he
saverlooked and the manlaes pardoned.”  From
which it will e ohserved that School Roards

may, in the editor's judgment, he allowed eon- |

glderable liberty in the exercise of their fune-
tions withont putting themselves absolutely be-
yond the pale of infinite merey. Yot there is one
nnpardonable sin which he procesds 1o deseribe
in the following breezy paragraph:

Tut, tn gelect The New-York Tribune as sup-
plementary reading to the pure losgsang of the
fourth reader, and thus introduee worse than
asple, worse than cobra, worse than spider's pol-
gon into the susceptible minds and hearts of pu-
plis ald enough for the fourth reader—old enough
to begin to feel like reaching forward to maturl-
ty and to gight in the distance the border-lines of
the land of man and womanhood, throws Tu-
cretin Borgin and “Jack the Ripper” into the
shade and leaves ns withoul an excuge to ask,
“what next?’—for nothing worse could he antici-
pated!

There 1= a eertain fascination in the earncst
and forelble style with which Populist editors
and orators put words together which one ean-
not reslst, even when they have, as these do, A
tinge of unfriendliness, For instance, when this
editor calls The Tribune a “‘journalistic mon-
strosity,” and deseribes It as “the vilest, foul-
veat, dirtiest, least reputable, most Intolerable
“and most untruthfol <heet that the patience of
sy long-suffering people ever allowed to utter
“the langnage of hell,” we forget that the jan-
guage, strictly speaking, is a trifle uncompli-
mentary, and Just lose onrselves In admiration
of the sweetness anid beanty and rbythmic low
of it. It seems a pity that sueh gems of vio-
quence have to be wronght out laborlously for
i newspaper, instead of belug flung out spon-
taneonsly with appropriate gestieulation from
the =tump. If thi= writer only had the same
gift of language in extemporancons discourse
that e exhibits In his newspaper, nothing eonld
stop the Populists from powinating him  for
President of the Unite] States. We forlwar to
quote some portlons of this artivle which gecm
1o exhibit a less calm and judicial spirit than
the extracts given, because, althongh adapted
no donbt to “The Independent’s™ constituency,
they might be eonsiderad by the fastldions as
just a hnekleberry too rank for their tastes,

1n conclusion, the editor urges that all news-
papers “be kept out of our schools, away from
the companionship of our texthooks," adding
in a gently toueling and renderly pathetle tone,
“ot them be read under the protecting and af-
fectionate Influences of Home!™ This 1= real
saweet: a fitting tribute to the “protecting and
affeetionate influences™ of which his Intellizont
treatment of current questions shows the ripe
results.  And certalnly if “The Custer Codoty
Independent” must be read anywhere, 1t shald
be where there are “protecting and affectionate
mfluences."

THE TREATMENT OF FOREIGN NATIONS,

It 18 more than fifty years sluce the United
States has acquired any territory except by
That Is more than the lifetime of a
generation. It is long enough to estnblish a
National character.  Nothing prevented vieto-
rlous armies of 1865 from walking all over
territory to the northwied or to the southwand,
exeept the sense of onor and falr deallng. In
plain teath Amerleans wished 1o deal Justly
with everyhody and had no covetons longing
for the mines of Mexico or the forests of Can.
ada.  Wise regard for self-interest, too, aj»
penred] to mwany who caloly conslilered possi-
Lilitles to forblid any ¢fort 1o assimilate French
Canadinn and British populations on one slde,
or Spanish apd mixed populations on the other,
The people felt that they had tasks enough
to bring futo civillzation and harmony with
free fnstitntions the wild regions already ae-
quired,  Forelgn earping or jealousy eannot al-
ter the fact that this bas been the American

purchase.

temper ever since the Civil War, and, In truth,
long before,

It has been possible on many oeccasions to
seize upon events as sufficient pretexts for oc- |

cupation of Cuba, for Instance, or other terri-
tory which might have heen valuable to this
country. The movement of an army of disel-
plined veterans could have practically ended the
contest within a few weeks. The people have
| never encouraged or even desired such a move-
They have utterly discournged plans

| ment,

pretext for action. The historian, the dispns-
sionate observer of events within the lnst thirty
years, who fails to recognize fully and frankly
[ this unwillingness of Amerleans tn step be-
| yond their proper bouads and to take responsi-
bility for other territory and more or less un-
congenial population, completely falls to com-
| prehend events.

This record of more than a generation ought
In falrness to be justly weighed and gener
onsly congidered whenever there 1s a possible
question of further acquisition of territory.
It is only commop-seuse to remember that
what Americans are supposed to covet they
conld have taken many times within half a
eentury, when there was no nation prepared
or able to offer serions resistance, Not in a
spirit of boasting, but with the strictest regaril
for that impartial and nnerring record to which
every natlon has a right to appeal, It may e
sald that the people of this country have
abundantly proved that theg do not covet their
neighbors’ vineyards, or sugar fields, or forests,
There I8 absolutely no American sentiment
worth eonsidering which nas at any time
gonght annexation of territory to the injury of
nny forelgn Power.

As this 15 ineontestahle Amerleans may with
reason appeal to all other nations to consider
without prejudice any expressions of feeling,
wite or unwise, which may be made abont the
! unforiunate condition of Cuba. Whether these

expressions seem warranted or not, Americans
| have at least the right to ask that they be not
| peckonetl the frult of seltish acquisitiveness,
{ The fact is well known to all that the people
of this couniry, having enjoyed the blessings
| of self-government, are unseltishly bat strongly
inelined to sympathize with people of any other
eountry who seek the same blessings. 1t ought
to be reckoned to thelr eredit that, In spite of
this most natural feeling, they hgve not taken
| possession of adjacent territory when it was

quite within their power and there was ample
| pretext, hut have at all times striven to pre-
serve without tarnish their honor toward other
friendly Powers and to restrain as far as pos-
gible the disposition of individunls to interfere
‘ in behalf of all who seck their independence,

GNONSKENSE AROLT CURAN

The observation is made that “a good deal
l"nr nonsensa |8 golng the rounds of the press
sponcerning the Cuban situation.™ 11 is quite
| true. and t has been teae ever since the pres-
iq-nl war began. At fiest there were supereilious
denials that there was any war, or that it was
L or would become at all serious, Only a few
| seattered  hands of marauders had  broken
| loose; the Cuban people ns a whole were loynl
: and devoted to Spain. Ro we were tolil.  Bar
| that was rank nonsense, as speedily beeams
evident, when practically the whole native
population of the island ranged itself more or
less actively agalnst Spaln, In an organizeg
movement for independenee,  Next it was said
the Cubans had no just eause for revolr, that
the Spanlsh Covernment had been humane and
liwral, and that those who rebelled were mon-
sters of ingratltude,  That, too, has been
marked nonsense by the Spanish Government
f1eelf, in its confesslon of the urgent need of
administeative and other reforms,

But the nonsense mill grinds mereily on, When,
months ago. ‘The Tribune announced that the
Cleveland Administration had been making
overtures of mediation to Spain, which Spain
had not accepted, what an emission of grist
there was ! No such offer had been mude, it
was declared, nor even contemplated,  The in-
dignant eackling of the Cuckoos waxed wililly
ghrill 1n the denial.  Yet in the fulness of time
thelr uttersances were Shown to be arrant non-
| sense when the President’s own Message ex-
actly eonfirmed The Tribune’s statement, to
| the very letter.  Still later there came g tale
from Taris that the Great Powers were fn full
sympeihy with Spain and wera warning the
I'nited States to keep hands off, And there
were thoge on thig side of the Atlantic who be-
lieved i, and repeated 1, with many a “My!
Lain't 1t terrible? Wuat shall we do%” amd with
austere rebukes 1o those Amerlean sympa-
thizers with Cuba who had brought upon this
country such awful menace. But a day or two
was sufficlent time to demonstrate that this
was the most nonsensical nonsense of It all.

With sueli record for the past, what wonder
that nonsense [s still afloat, and will continue
to he, so long as the Caban war for Indepen-
dence lnsts? Age s the season of imagination,
sald Glorions Christopher, and the older the
strife grows the more we may expect that
facnlty to he employed thereon. It I8 inevita-
ble. There I8 no use In struggling against it.
But what s worth while I8 to keep minds sane
and vision clear, o that such nonsense will bhe
recognized as what It 1s, and be dismissed at
its tene lack of value. It is nnavoidable that
nonsense should be uttered; but there (s no need
of being deluded by It

No Aellberation and eircumspection can be toa
great In framing a charter that will fix the civia
Aeztinfes of 3,000,000 people,

RIS

Governor Rlack spraks as an expert when he
urges action by the Legislature for the preservi-
tlon of the forestg of the State. He knows the

It, and realizes the necessity of prompt actinn
ns perhaps few of the legislators can.
T
Canada nead not be alarmed, The Tinlted
Htates s not lying awake o' nighta to plan a
Jameson raid upon Toronto.
N :
I New-York City was unable to secure Dr. Gll-
:'mnn as ts Superintendent of Schools, greatly to
| the regret of all who wanted to see the schools
work here ralsed to a higher level. But Mayor
Hooper of Baltlmore, In appointing a new Board
| of School Commissioners, headed the list with the
‘nam» of President Gllman.  The Maryland me-
tropolis 18 to be congratulated on so excellent an
| appointment.

e

It Weyler s not to he recalled, so much the
worse for Spain. He In serving his country
about as badly as any man could In that place,

—

A Uil has been Introduced In the Legislature
‘ to regulate the height of bulldings in this clty,
, It Is time something was done in that direction,
} or, If not of limiting the helght of bulldings, of
|
|
|

providing that no more than a certain percent-
age of the total frontage of a lot should be oe-
cupled by a bullding, as has been suggested late.
Iy by a well-qualified engineer.
-
No taunting epithet has been more frequently
applied by certain French journallsts to their
Teutonic nelghbors than “le duel barbare,'
which characterizes the present function of the
eonde now In vogue in the German army, At
the same tlme much fun Is made In England
and Amerlea over the comparative harmless-
ness of the usunl French duel,  The French
Journals, however, make no editorial comment
on the fatal meeting that has just taken place
in Tunis, In which Captaln Servonnet, com-
mander of the frigate Condor, lost his life.
His cpponent was M. Mallle, a lawver. Uvineg in

Adirondack region Ly personal assoclation with

which looked to any violation of the rights of |
other nations, even when there was sufficient |

| the musicinns, and sabd:
| Joke always requires « xplanation,

Tunis. After they had crossed raplers and
made a few passes, the seconds ran up to Cap-
taln Bervonnet, and cried: “You are touched!”
“I think not,” he replied, and fell dead, plerced
through the heart. A few months before Cap-
taln Servonnet had been decorated with the
Cross of the Leglon of Honor, Not even the
dramatic death or the brilllant career of that
naval officer has stirred a single French journal
to stigmatize the murder as “un duel barbare.”
Perhaps, after all, it is not the principle of the
duel, but the way it |s usually fought In Ger-
many, that some Parisians ohject to. In the
same spirit, they once hissed the strangling
geene in “Othello,” but applauded It the next
night, when the Moor, following a more elvilized
version of Shakespeare, politely dispatched his
wife with a Damascus blade.

_— ’ —

The State Prison Superintendent has made
gratifying progresa in providing work for the
conviets. Nothing could be worse for them than
to maintain them in Idlencss,

RO

Democratic harmony is i spectacle for gods
and men when MeCarren and Cantor stand up
In the Senate charaber at Albany and savagely
ghake their fists at each other,

PERSONAL.

Benator Warren, of Wyoming, who has heen dan-
gerously 1l In Chicago, is on the road to recovery,

A fund & te be ralsed by eminent Englishmen,
Including Mr, Gladstone, for the palnting of a por-
tralt of Herbert Spencer for the Britlsh nation.

The Rev. P. R. Willlams, of Montgomery, Ala.,
has bheen enlled to the rectorship of Trinlty Epls-
copal Church, Washlngton.,

A, Bjolatad, the Editar of tha “Folkebladet,” or
“People's Paper,” of ("hristianla, Norway, !s visit-
Ing Minnesotu for the purpose of promoting the cir-
eulation of his journal among the S8candinavians of
that Btute, He Is the author of several historical
works relating 1o Norway.

“The Philadelphla Ledger saye: A statue of the
late Dr. Samuel D, Giross, who was professor of
sturgery at the Jeffersan Medleal College for twen-
ty-six years prior to 1582, has recently been casat
in Parls. Tt is expected to arrive in this country
during the present month, and |t will be erected
in the grounds of the Smithsenian Institution at
Washington. Next May there will haeld  in
Washington the triennial Copgress of American
Physicians and Surgeons, when it fs expected thitt
over thousand medical men will be assembled,
and on the second day of the convention the stiatuse
will be unvelled by o granddaughter of Dr, Gross.'

he

In the Schubert exhibitlon to be held In Vienna to
commemoriate the composer’s hundradth birthday
there will not only be shown everything obtainable
reluting to Schubert and his works, but there will
al=o be a sectlon NMusteating the Hfe and art of his
time, Much space will ba devoted, also, to the
three artists, Schwind, Kupelwelser and Danhauser,
who stood close to S8chubert in his lifetime, and 1o
the poets whose verses he sot to musle. There will
be an especinlly full showing of works by Schwind
—in fact, a larger eollection than has previously
been shown In Vienns, many of which are from
private galleries,

Jumes Kirk, of Pigua, Ohio, who strung the first
telegraph line betwesn Ballimore and Washington,
in 184, has beon atricken with paralysiz and s In a
eritleal eondition. ln the early days of telegraph
construction he was prominently Identified with
several companies. He was o broker in this cliy
for miny years,

“The Gentlewoman’ says that almost nll the
morning dressas worn by the Germian Empress are
made at home, and Her Majesty in this way Is able
to economige greatly. When in private she s
to be dressed ns simply as possible, and her favor-
1te costume is a serge skirt with a pretty blouse
and & simple straw hat, She has, however, one
great trinl, and that s a tendeaey to grow stout.
For herself she would not mind, but the Emperor
hns & horror of having & fat wife, anl the poor
Empress s obliged ta diet herself and to wear
clothes much too tight for her. This i= =ald to he
the greatest trial of her Iifs, as the Emperor {4
wlways advising her what to do, and insists upon
her taking an Immense amount of exercise, Her
Mnajesty, however, has etill a1 shapely flgure, and
she 15 less gtout than she wis o yedr ago.

THE TALK OF THE DAFY.

A reunion of tha Republican party and veterans
af 1858 e to be held in Plirshurg, Penn., on January
™  under the auspices of the Nationa! Fremont
Association,

A New Browl—Dog Fancier—Yes, madam, T hava
all kinds of dogs here, Is there any partienine
breed vou wish?

(M4 Lady twho reads the papers)—Oh, anything
that's fashlonable. Lemme S8 an ocean grey-

hound. —(New-Yark Weekly,

A. A. Lesueur, Secretary of State of Missour],
says: "Missour! enjoys the proud distinction of hav-
Ing the largest availabla publie school fund of any
State In the Amerlcan Unlon, This fund is divided
as follows: Common school fund, §2.141,538 77; State
Seminary fund, SL220.26062; permancnt  county,
township and distriet achool fund, $7,912.602 39, total
permanent school fund, $12,283.481 19,

Jones had been quite {1, One day the doctor
called and found him in a bathtub,

“Why, man, nre vou crazy? You must be anxious
to die!™

" I aln't,” protested poor Jones; “but didn’t

vou =0y that yoar List medicing was to be taken in
witer M —(Answers,
The  handsoma  special number of “The T.os

Angeles Times," fssued on New Year's Day, s
another evidenes of the prosperity that has come
to that ably conducted journal. It eontalns special
artleles of great Interest ahout the Industries and
resources of Los Angeles and Southern California.

In the Vernacular.—Teacher—WIIl some little hoy
kindly give a more modern version of the saying
that there I8 no rose without a thorn?

Fiddsy—Iwy 12 no push widout a knocker.—(Tnid-
innapolis Journal

The following notlee 18 pulilshed 1o severnl Kan-
gas country papers: “Corn ls legal tender, We have
a large amount dus on =subscription, We will allow
o) pents a bushel for corn on hoth old and new sub-
geriptions.  Bring on your corn’  One paper In
Northern Kansag has been foreed to bulld severnl
cribs as & result of this notice,

“Robby dossm't seem happy even with all thosa
tn_;_r;;] I have peticed. What's the matter, Hohhy 7

“W'y, L got new lee skates an' nosled, an' I dunno
whether | want It ¢ freeze or snow.'—(Dwvtroit
IFree Press,

“The Key West Equator-Democeat’ saya thuat
during the lagt seven weeks “twenty-five wur cor-
respondents have left New-York for the insurgent
camp, but not one of them has nrrived there: vot
some of them are writing letters from the rebel
entnp while they are ‘Inheog.” In Key West, or hiv-
Ing & good time, In perfect sceurity, on some of the
adjacent keys'' Either "The Fquuator-Demoerat”
{s romancing or the correspondents are,

Sir Charles Gavan Duffy, n former premier of
the Australian colony of Victorla, was once mude
tha object of a pecullar embarrassment. A man
on a public occaslon presented himaelf to Bir
Charles, who had been appointed to some perty
government offfce after o campalgn in which there
had been guestionable electoral practices,

»1 supposs,’’ sudd 8ir Charles, “thut you are one
of my supporiers?”

“Phres of them,” answered the man with a wink
thit was lmpossible to misunderstand, —(Pearson’s

Weekly.

In commenting on Mayor Hooper's new appoint-
ments for the Haltimore Boehool Board " The News,™
of that city, says: “As the eye runs along the list,
it i evident that there I8 not the slightest oconsion
to ask any guestion about the politics of these pors
sone, When you see President Gliman down for
the Twelfth Ward, you don’t ask whether he s a
emocral or a Republlean, any more than you
would ask who Is his tnilor or shoemaker. All yvou
want to know 18, will he necept? Professor Sheflos,
and Dr. Lillan Welsh, and Mr. Gall and Mr. Hute-
ler and the rest of them were evidently chosen,
strange as It may seem, simply becauss the Mavor
thought the schools would benefit by having such
men and women In chiarge of them.”™

General Horuee Porter in the January “Century®
tells this anccedote of General Grant: “A drum
vorps In pasaing eaught sight of the General, aml
st ones struck up a then popular negro camp-mect-
ing alr, Every one began to laugh, and Rawlins
cried; 'Good for the drummers!” "What's the fun ™
Inquired the General. “Why," was the reply, ‘they
are ?hym[g. “Aln't | glad to get out of de wilder-
neas!" " The Ge
"Well, with me a musienl
I know only two
tunes:  One I8 “Yankes Doodle and the other
Isn'L' ' The late George W, Childs in his autoblog-
raphy tells the climax of this story n & somewhat
different form.  He hoard it from Grant some yoears
witer he hid become eclebrated, and by that time
the General was acoustomed to say that the only
tunes he knew were two: “ome s ‘Hall to the
Chief® and  the other tsn't.”  General Porter's
reminiscence shows that Grant probably originated

this pleasantey at an early age, and ecarried It
Ihmu?h IWle, ndapting It to circumstances as he
moved from obscuriy pringtield Re-
wublican,

neral smlled at the ready wit of |

LAURIER AND THE CHURCH

CLERICAL NON-INTERFERENCE IN POL-
ITICS ONE OF HIS LIFE'S LABORS,

CANADA'S PREMIER REPLIES TO THE CRITICS OF
THE LIBERAL GOVERNMENT -THE MANITORA
SCHOOL QUESTION SHTTLEMENT JUSTIFIED.

Quebec, Jan, 7.—The drill hall wag closely
packed to-night with citlzens of all classes
anxious to hear Premier Laurier, who I8 mera-
ber for Quebec East ip the House of Commons.
The Premier, when introduced hy Mayor Parent,
who presided, was recelved with tremendous
cheers, Mr. Laurier then began his address in
French, which in part Is as follows:

During twenty years of public life it never
has been given me to address 50 many citizens
assembled In & meeting. 1 have come to #peak
tr you of & cause which stirs the heart of every
citizen of this eountry. It i: a cause which will
have a direct effect on the Constitution. We
have solved a problem which our predecessora
after vears of trial falled to settle, one way or
another. The declgion of the Privy Council, say
our adversaries, orders imperatively the resiora-
tion of the separate schools; | deny this and [
protest agalnst such assertions. The judgment
of the Privy Councll, which I have here hefore
me, does not eontaln a word of this. The Catho-
lies of Manitoba themselves did not ask the
restoration of separate schoolg. The Dickey bill
was not made to stand; It was but a political
dodge In which no one belleved. Such was most
of the legisiation of the Conservative G
ment on the Manifoba schools, We h
talned from the Greenway Governr it the
necessary concessions which our Catholie fellow-
citizens of Manitoba have long  wished for
When twenty-five children shall  frequent
school there shall be a French-Catholle tearher,
as we have [t in Quebee, and more than that,
ten Catholic children will have the right to have
thelr religion taught them, even if the school ia
a Protestant one in majority. (Cheers.)

For ten years our fellow-cltizens have been
without & representative in the House of Come-
mons, he having resigned his seat when he saw
the farce that was.carried on about the schoola
of his constituency. But Mr. Prendergast will
re-enter public life now that his fellow-oitizons
have been given justice,

Heore the speaker referred to certain attacks
by “L'Evenment,” the “Courier du Canada®
and the “Minerva,” of Montreal, and other Cin.
servative papers, against him. He compared
the Hon., Mr. Royal, Editor of the “Minerva™
who ecalled him (Laurler) the devil’s advoeo
to Halaam's ass, which by lts incessant hray
prevented the prophet from cursing the peopla
of (iod.

Mr. Laurier gave several examples of the re.
forms for which Papineau and La Fontaine
fought for in 1849 in favor of parlinmentary
liberty.

“Well,” added the speaker, “let there he in.
eeribed on my Eler, as that of La Fonialne's,
‘May I perish that my country be saved.” Thess
were the men from whom I have inspired mey-
self in my political career. Like theae chum-
plans, T do not intend to enter Into strife and
contentlons with factions over mere words and
words alone. I do not intend to imitate the con.
tentions of Spain over trivial matters, and, If T
can help it, we will not imitate Greece, which
was given to interior dissensions while the Turka
begloged thelr eity. I have labored, and T will
lahor all my lifetime, for the triumph of eivil
likerty and clerical non-interference in matters
political. We must bend our energies toward
developing trade, commerce and prosperity In
this land of ours, and we shall not staop becau
our policy may he eondemned by a facth
(Cheers.)

Mr, Laurler then deliversd a short speech in
English, and upon resuming his seat the Na-
tinnal Snow Shoe Club, of which he is a patron,
presented the Premier with a handsome bou-
quet,

Mr. Laurier was enthusiastically cheered as he
bowed his thanks to the audience,

Resolutions approving of the polley of tha
Liberal Government wers unanimously adopted,

i "
ENGLANIVS GREAT PROSPERITY.

IRELAXT'S CLAIM FOR THE SURPLIE MUST BR
APPROACHED WITH A JUDICIAT, MINT, BAYS
St MICHAEL HICKS BEACH,

L.onden, Jan. T —8ir Michael Hick=-Beach. Cban-
eellor of the Exchequer, addressed his constiroents
at Bristol to-night. He sald that the prosperity of
the country In 1566 even exceeded that of the preced-
Ing vear, the valus of the Imports showing an in-
crease of L£25.000,000, while the exports increased In
value £14,000,000. He had reason to anticipate a fale
rovenue, and declared that the surpius would be he

vond what was generally expected.

He foresaw that Ireland would he a powerful
clitmant on the surplus. and he di4 not Iarend
discuss the diMeal tion of the lina litions

1 that country » :

t. He did n
i the report of 1 Financial Commission, w
demanding conslderation, but there was uo subject
which r--q]uirr-! o0 be approached with a more fudiclal
mind and which was further apart from sentiment.

rated the i:n'nt\-artrn.- charges rhat
' the 1 1 L

Grreat Britaln had

The whole matier w Ent,
He regretted that the imen L of
the hlue hook on the sub il had overlo: :
different reports therein, q !ving the dame, besideg

cOntrary by I commissions Ths
questiong must be dealt w with justlce a
United Kingdom, not to Ireland or England alons.

- — »
INDIA'S SITUATION STILIL GRATE.

reports WO

THE RAINFALLE PHEVENTED A GREATER TALAM-
I'TY—THE EARL OF ELGIN ON THE SITUATION,
Caleutta, Jan. T.—A meeting of the Suprema (“oune
eil was held to-day, at which 8ir John Woodburn
sald that India had been saved from the greatesg
calamity of the century by the rains which had
so opportunely fallen in November and December,

which had checked the widespread dron Further
rains last week, he sald, had greatly benefited the
large arca of gralna sown and an addition to the
food supply was expected in April, Nevertheless,

the sltuation was still grave. Nearly 75000 persons
were recelving rollef and the Government was frecly
contributing money and men o distributs it

The Karl of Elgin, the Viceroy of Indis, indorsed
Rir John Waoodburn's statement, an
wits what the Government wus awaiting i t
give better offect to proposals for reilef. The Gove
ernment, however, could have nothing to do with
appeals o private charity, The relef funidz were
ample, and it should never he sald that the (ull re-
sources of the Empire had not been used In relleving
the distress,

LADY

SCOTT PLEADS GUILTY.

SUE AND OTHER DEVENDANTS IN THE ACTION
BROUGHT BY EARL RUSSELL TO BE
SENTENUEDR ToO DAY,

Loudon, Jan, T.-Tne spectaters who crowded the
Old Ralley Courtroom this morning to watch the
procesdings of the action for eriminal libel brought
by Earl Russell against Lady Beoti, his mother-in-
law: John Cockerton and Willlam Aylotr  were
treited to & surprise. Immediately after the court
wid cilled to order Solleitor Wilton arose and ane
pounced to the Court that, under the advice of
counsel, the defendants withdrew thelir plea of jus-
tification in uttering the libels complained of LY
Earl Russell and pleaded guilty as charged. The
announcement created a profound sensation. Lade
S[eott was in a highly excited condition, but Aylott
and Cockerton m dntalned an ale of unconcsrie
The jJury then rendered o formal verdict of guilty
In tha case of each of the defendante, and the Court
announced that sentences woulid be lmposed upen

them 10-mMOrrow.
*

RILL FOR THE TRANSVAAL RAID,

‘rHE JOHANNSESHURG STANDARD® SAYS IT
UNDER {2.000,000,
Johanneshurg, Jan,  T.="The Johannesburg

Standard” announces this morning that the Gove
ernment hus completed its bill against the Dritish

Government demanding indemnity for the Jameson
raid, and 1# about to forward it to London. The
amount of the Hoer clalms, the paper says, 18

under £2,000,000,

I O— ;
70 ELECT LORD RONEBERY'S SUCCESSOR.
Jan. T.—The Dally News” which is &
will to-morrow say that the Liberal
on January 18 for the purpose of
wlecting # leader of the party In the House of

" sepsaton to the Earl of Rosebery, who
,'.,".:.';::,u;»“ r:l:f“:.d the position of leader of the Lib=

eral party.
170 REDUCE THE IRISH CONSTABULARY.

London, Jan. T —"The Dally Nows" will to-morrow
say It is reported that the Irish constabulary will be
pedueed by 2,000 men, which will reault In the saving
1o Irland of £30,000 annually.

: - L
MINISTER WILLIS'S HEALTH IMPROVING,

8un Francisco, Jun, 7.—The steamer Coptie, which
artived to-day from China via Honoluly, bringa ad-
vices from the latter point up to Junuary L Min=
feter Willls, of the United States !natlan.m
N as re hopelens n few days
ey by W e S ¢

ook r. It w some . s
he will be able to attend to his official duties

Lonadon,
Liberal organ,
peeTs will mest




